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8th ANNUAL LBC INVITATIONAL
April 11 was a great day of golf, food, and 
outreach at the Annual LBC Invitational 
held at The Links at West Fork in Conroe, 
TX.  Special guest, Richard Caldwell, 
delivered a dynamically clear presentation 
of the gospel including his personal 
testimony and a call for each person to find 
true hope in Jesus Christ. May - June 2011
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Over the past few years God 
h a s b e e n e x p o s i n g m y 
propensity to rely on my own 
wisdom and strength to live 
and minister and the necessity 
to rely more on the wisdom 
and strength He provides in 
the person and work of His 
Son Jesus Christ.  It was 

Jesus who said, “I am the vine, you are the 
branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he 
bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do 
nothing” (Jn. 15:5).  While I can do nothing apart 
from Christ, I agree with the Apostle Paul who 
said, “I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).  Paul also said, “I 
have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer 
I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith (i.e. 
trust, reliance, dependence) in the Son of God, 
who loved me, and delivered Himself up for 
me” (Gal. 2:20).  In other words, after Paul came 
to know Christ as his personal Lord and Savior, 
he realized he no longer had to earn God’s favor 
by striving to achieve a righteousness of his own 
like he had done all his life (cf. Phil. 3:4-6).  He 
could simply rest in the righteousness Christ had 
earned for him through His perfect life and 
substitutionary death on the cross.  And it was 
this amazing act of self-sacrificing love that 
captivated and motivated Paul to live a life of 
obedience to Christ.  He said, “For the love of 
Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one 
died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, 
that they who live should no longer live for 
themselves, but for HIm who died and rose again 
on their behalf” (2 Cor. 5:14).

I have found myself praying more often each 
morning that I would be captivated and motivated 
by Christ’s love for me and that I would remember 
that who I am in Christ is more important than 
what I do for Christ.  A conviction is developing in 
my heart that too many of us as Christians are 
guilty of living the Christian life apart from or 
without Christ.  All of us realize our desperate 
need of Christ for salvation.  But for some reason 
we don’t realize that we need Him just as much 
for sanctification.  We are like the Galatians who 
Paul had to confront for foolishly trying to be 

perfected by the flesh rather than by faith in the 
power that Christ provides through the Holy Spirit 
(cf. Gal. 3:2-3). That doesn’t negate our 
responsibility in the sanctification process.  Paul 
told the Philippians, “So then, my beloved, just as 
you have always obeyed...work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12).  We are 
commanded all over Scripture to obey what it 
says so that we will grow and change into the 
image of Jesus Christ.  But if you’re like me, you 
need to be regularly reminded that the Christian 
life isn’t about what we do for Christ but rather 
relishing in and relying on what Christ has already 
done to make it possible for us to become like 
Him.

I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but I’m trying to do 
a better job in my sermons of reminding us that it 
is only by relying on Christ that we are able to do 
what the Bible tells us to do.  One of the main 
marks of biblical preaching is that Christ is always 
exalted as the One who makes the sermon 
doable.  Tullian Tchividjian, the new pastor of 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, touched on this in one of his 
recent blogs. He wrote about gospel-centered 
preaching which he believes is “the only type of 
preaching that will rescue the church from 
Christless Christianity.”  He included a profound 
quote from Michael Horton, Professor of Theology 
and Apologetics at Westminster Seminary 
California and host of the nationally syndicated 
radio broadcast, The White Horse Inn.  Horton 
wrote:

Scripture is of no use to us if we read it merely 
as a handbook for daily living without 
recognizing that its principle purpose is to 
reveal Jesus Christ and his gospel for the 
salvation of sinners. All Scripture coalesces in 
Christ, anticipated in the OT and appearing in 
the flesh in the NT. In Scripture, God issues 
commands and threatens judgment for 
transgressors as well as direction for the lives 
of his people. Yet the greatest treasure buried 
in the Scriptures is the good news of the 
promised Messiah. Everything in the Bible that 
tells us what to do is “law”, and everything in 
the Bible that tells us what God has done in 
Christ to save us is “gospel.” Much like 

medieval piety, the emphasis in much Christian 
teaching today is on what we are to do without 
adequate grounding in the good news of what 
God has done for us in Christ. “What would 
Jesus do?” becomes more important than 
“What has Jesus done?” The gospel, however, 
is not just something we needed at conversion 
so we can spend the rest of our Christian life 

CHRISTLESS CHRISTIANITY
by Ken Ramey | Pastor-Teacher
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCE:

When Sinners Say “I Do”
 by Dave Harvey 
Marriage is the union of two people who arrive at the altar toting some surprisingly large luggage. Often 
it gets opened right there on the honeymoon, sometimes it waits for the week after. The Bible calls it sin 
and understanding its influence can make all the difference for a man and woman who are building a life 
together.  When Sinners Say "I Do" is about encountering the life-transforming power of the gospel in the 
unpredictable journey of marriage.

Dave's writing style embraces the reader as he speaks honestly, and sometimes humorously, about sin 
and the power of the gospel to overcome it. He opens the delightful truth of God s Word and encourages 
the reader to see more clearly the glorious picture of what God does when sinners say "I do."

Highly Recommended

SUMMER SUPER 
STUDY BEGINS
● June 15
Join us Wednesday Evenings this 
Summer for a Fellowship  Supper 
beginning at 5:30pm followed by 
an awesome time of worship 
through music, preaching and 
listening!
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obsessed with performance; it is something 
we need every day–the only source of our 
sanctification as well as our justification. The 
law guides, but only the gospel gives. We are 
declared righteous–justified–not by anything 
that happens within us or done by us, but 
solely by God’s act of crediting us with Christ’s 
perfect righteousness through faith alone.

Tchividjian concluded his blog entry with the 
following helpful challenge to preachers: 

Don’t make the mistake of assuming that 
people understand the radical nature of what 
Jesus has done so that your preaching ministry 
is focused primarily on what people need to 
do. The “what we need to do” portions of the 
Bible are good, perfect, and true–but apart 
from the “what Jesus has already done” 
portions of the Bible, we lack the power to do 
what we’re called to do. The good commands 
of God, in other words, do not have the power 
to engender what they command. They show 
us what a sanctified life looks like but they have 
no sanctifying power. Only the gospel has the 
power to move us forward. This is why the 
Bible never tells us what to do before first 
soaking our hearts and minds in what God in 
Christ has already done. The fact is, that any 
obedience not grounded in or motivated by the 
gospel is unsustainable. No matter how hard 
you try, how radical you get, any engine smaller 
than the gospel that you’re depending on for 
power to obey will conk out in due time. So, 
preach the gospel!

Please pray for me as I seek to live and minister in 
greater dependence on Christ and to preach 
sermons that maintain a biblical balance between 
“what we need to do” and “what Jesus has 
already done” so that all we do for Christ will be 
done in response to and in reliance on what Christ 
has done for us!

MADE ALIVE
TO DIE
by Adam Tyson              
Associate Pastor

As I have been studying the 
Gospel of John recently I have 
been meditating on the words 

of Jesus, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” (John 
12:24). It is interesting to think about the fact that 
we used to be “dead” in our trespasses and sins, 
until we were “made alive” by Godʼs grace (Col. 
2:13). We used to be dead, now we are alive. But 
now that we are alive we are supposed to be dead 
again. 

As Jesus is pointing to His death on the cross, He 
is also providing a principle for us to follow. Wheat, 
like a kernel of corn, must cease to be a kernel by 
germinating and thus becoming a tender shoot 
which grows into a mature plant producing fruit 
(more kernels).  If a kernel does not do this it 

remains alone. If it does do this then it bears much 
fruit. We were made alive in the spirit in our 
justification to die to the flesh in our sanctification 
as we seek to bear much fruit. This truth is the 
heart and soul of our preaching and of discipleship 
here at Lakeside. We want to reproduce by the 
way we live as a church and experience a 
community full or worshippers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ! Donʼt remain as a lonely kernel. Rejoice 
that He will bear fruit in you and through you as 
you follow Jesus!

We are seeking to implement Christʼs words in our 
youth group this summer through two exciting 
summer camps. Junior High Camp is for those 
who have completed 6th-8th grade and our theme 
is “Heroes of the Faith.” We look forward to 
powerful preaching, focused discipleship, and 
enjoying local activities including the Lake, an 
Astroʼs game, and Incredible Pizza Company. This 
is a special time for us to focus on these students 
and to help them grow.

Our Senior High Summer Camp will be in Glorita, 
New Mexico, and we will be sitting under the 
faithful teaching of John MacArthur, Rick Holland, 
and Austin Duncan. This is arguably some of the 
best preaching in the country and it will be 
accompanied with small group discipleship and 
Christ-centered worship. The games at this camp 
are outrageous and radically challenging. We canʼt 
wait for this camp as it has proven to be the 
highlight of the year for our ministry for all those 
who are able to attend. 

JR. HIGH 
SUMMER CAMP
● June 8-11
If you are in Jr. High or you will 
be this next school year we 
want to invite you to join us for 
the best week you will have this 
Summer with LBC.  For more 
information contact Adam 
Tyson at (936) 582-1977

KIDS KAMP
● June 27 - July 1
Kids Kamp  is just around the corner so 
let your friends and neighbors know 
theyʼre kids are invited to join us this 
Summer at LBC for a fun filled week of 
music, games and teaching of Godʼs 
great news!  Online Registration 
begins May 29 so donʼt hesitate to visit 
us online to sign up!

 www.lakesidebiblechurch.org 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
● SUNDAY

 8:00am" Worship Service
 9:30am" Equipping Hour
 10:45am" Worship Service

● WEDNESDAY
 6:30pm" Nursery/Toddler Care
                    " WOL Club " (Pre-K to 6th Grade)
" Truth " (Grades 7th-12th)
" The Bridge " (Adults) 

● THURSDAY
 7:00pm" Ironmen

● FRIDAY
 6:00am" Ironmen

For information on upcoming 
events visit us at

www.lakesidebiblechurch.org
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LBC ANNUAL MISSIONS BANQUET
Special Guest: Dr. Todd Bradley

NEW EQUIPPING HOUR SERIES BEGINS
How People Change

LBC ASTROS NIGHT
Tickets Cost $10 
(includes free hot dog & soda)

May 15
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HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR CELEBRATION  
6:30pm - 8:00pm

June 5

June 9

June 5
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